#2ECB YORKSHIRE PREMIER
LEAGUE NORTH £

® www.yplncricket.co.uk

INSURANCE
BROKERS LTD

YPLN Club Umpires & Scorers Newsletter

Issue 6, May 2025
Items in this issue:

e ECB issues corrected directive and match cards
e Umpiring on your own as a club umpire
e Balls that hit the player without pitching first

It’s just a short one this month. Please do email in any questions or ideas for future
articles.

Matt Harris, assistant@yplncricket.co.uk

All newsletters can be found at https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-

scorers/newsletter/

ECB issues corrected directive and match cards

As many of you will know, the original directive cards sent out by the ECB this year
contained multiple errors, which we discussed in the last newsletter
(https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-scorers/newsletter/).

The ECB have now made available digital versions of the corrected cards. You can find
them towards the bottom of the following page:
https://www.ecb.co.uk/about/policies/regulations/recreational-cricket

Sadly this does involve having to print them out, cut them up and staple them together,
but it’s better than nothing.

There is also a corrected team card for captains to fill in before the toss. This makes it
clear thatit’s the age on the day of the match that should be marked for all players under
20, not their age group.
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Umpiring on your own as a club umpire

Sadly, itis oftenthe case that a club umpire will arrive at a game to find that the opposition
does not have an umpire. We get quite a few enquiries as to what the protocol is for this.
This is what the rules say:

“If there is only one designated non-playing umpire then the two captains will agree [at
the toss] that he/she will umpire for the whole match either;

a) changing ends and acting as bowler’s end umpire for the whole match with players
acting as striker’s end umpire for the whole match.

b) staying at one end and alternating between bowler’s end umpire and striker’s end
umpire with players alternating between bowler’s end umpire and striker’s end umpire at
the otherend.”

One important thing to note is that, having made the decision at the toss as to which
option they want, the captains cannot change their minds on this at a later point in the
game. We will make this clear in the rules for 2026, but it applies in 2025 too. It may be

worth reminding the captains of this at the toss.

Balls that hit the player without pitching first

There is a myth that refuses to die in recreational cricket. Many players believe it. It goes
something like this:

“If a full toss hits a player on the foot, or pads, without pitching first, and the impactis in
line with the stumps, the Laws say that the umpire has to give the player out LBW”

Allumpires will have had experience of having this shouted at them.
As you no doubt already know, itis NOT true.

What the Laws actually say is that “it is to be assumed that the path of the ball before
interception would have continued after interception, irrespective of whether the ball
might have pitched subsequently or not” (36.2.3)

In other words, for a full toss, you assume that the ball would have carried on going in the
direction it was going in before it hit the batsman. This might mean it would have gone on
to hit the stumps, or it might not.

For example, if a bowler is bowling around the wicket it will usually be less likely that a full
toss can both a) hit the batsman in line with the wicket, AND b) be going on to hit the
stumps.

So, next time you get this myth shouted at you, tell them to read 36.2.3!



Appendix: Useful links

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-scorers/umpire-resources/

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-scorers/scorer-resources/

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/general-information/2025-pre-season-meetings/

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/general-information/
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