
 
 

YPLN Umpires & Scorers Newsletter 

Issue 5, April 2025 

Items in this issue: 

• New Whatsapp groups for YPLN club umpires & scorers 
• Errors on ECB directive cards 
• New ECB “Recreational Safety Regulations” 
• YCB “low level safeguarding concerns” guidance 
• An introduction to DLS 

Please send any questions, details of errors spotted, or ideas for future articles, to 
assistant@yplncricket.co.uk  

All newsletters can be found at https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-
scorers/newsletter/ 

Matt Harris, YPLN 

Whatsapp groups for YPLN club umpires & scorers 

We have set up a new Whatsapp group to make it easier for the league to share 
information with club umpires, and for club umpires to be able to ask questions (both of 
the league and each other) and discuss issues. 

Anyone who stands as a club umpire for a YPLN club, whether they do so every week or 
just occasionally, is welcome to join the group. 

The group can be joined by clicking on the link below, when using any device that has 
Whatsapp installed: 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/HMAL41M4VW4LhNMDXWI5LD 

As well as the benefits discussed above, we expect the group to be useful for getting 
urgent questions answered on match days. There will always be a couple of YPLN board 
members in the group, who will be umpires themselves, in case someone has a question 
regarding the YPLN rules, or the Laws. 

Note: anyone who only umpires on the YPLN umpire panel, and never umpires for a YPLN 
club, should not join this group but should join the separate Whatsapp group which 
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already exists for YPLN umpire panel members. If you want to join that group and don’t 
know how, email me at assistant@yplncricket.co.uk 

There is also a Whatsapp group for YPLN scorers - any scorers interested in joining that 
should email Graham Rees (grees@sky.com) their phone number and club name. 

Errors on 2025 ECB directive cards 

There are changes to the ECB regulations regarding how many overs a young fast bowler 
can bowl this year. One major change is that the limits are now based on the age of the 
player on the day of the match, not on their age group which was based on their age on 
August 31st the previous year. 

The new limits are shown below: 

 

As you can see, not only have age groups been dispensed with, but there is a new line for 
players aged 16/17. 

On the team cards, the captains must write the age on the day of the match (NOT age 
group, despite what the ECB-issued card still says) of all players aged under 20. 

Sadly the 2025 set of ECB umpire directive cards which some of you may have are 
WRONG. The ECB have issued cards for 2025 which look like this: 

 

As you can see, the ECB have erroneously left the reference to age groups in.  

If you have one of the new ECB cards shown in the picture above, you can fix the issue by 
getting some tippex out and erasing all the "U"s from the left hand column (i.e. converting 
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"U18 & U19" to "18 &19" etc). If not you can just print the correct table above and take it 
to matches.  

New “responsible adult” requirement 

Starting this year, the captains must write down the name of a responsible adult, and a 
deputy responsible adult, on their team cards, and you must confirm the names at the 
toss. The nominated person will be responsible for assessing head injuries to players on 
their team, in circumstances where the umpires deem that there is not an immediate & 
significant concern that requires an ambulance to be called. The full process is set out in 
detail in this document, which also contains the clarifications issued by ECB in 2024: 
https://www.kentcricket.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ECB-ACO-Concussion-Guidance-
with-Clarification-May-2024.pdf 

New ECB Recreational Cricket Safety Regulations 

The ECB have revamped their old system of “directives” and replaced it with two new 
documents. The first is called the “ECB Recreational Cricket Safety Regulations” and 
following it is mandatory. The second is called the “ECB Recreational Cricket Safety 
Guidelines” which contains recommendations on protective equipment, junior 
cricketers, and first aid. 

Both documents can be found toward the bottom of this page: 

https://www.ecb.co.uk/about/policies/regulations/recreational-cricket 

YCB “low level concerns” safeguarding guidance 

We all know that if we have serious concerns over a safeguarding incident then we should 
tell both the club’s safeguarding officer, and also YPLN’s safeguarding team (as well as 
the police, of course, in the case of very serious incidents). 

However, sometimes we may see lower level but potentially worrying incidents, and the 
YCB has issued guidance over what types of things to look out for, and what to do if we 
see them:  

https://www.yorkshirecb.com/news/low-level-concerns-35431/ 

A quick(ish) look at Duckworth Lewis Stern 

As digital scoring becomes more common at all levels of the league DLS is being used 
more and more. As such, it’s worth taking a moment to look at how it works, and how it 
can affect a team’s decision-making on the field.  

As a reminder, in the Championship and above, and in lower divisions if the captains have 
agreed to use it, DLS is used to determine the result of a game whenever overs are lost 
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after the match has started. Once this happens, DLS sets a “par” score for the second 
innings, and a “target” score to win the game which is the par score plus one. 

Is DLS needed if the teams are still batting the same number of overs as 
each other? 

DLS is needed in all situations where overs are lost after a match starts, even if the teams 
are left batting the same overs as each other (e.g. 40 overs each rather than the original 
50). This is because one team has had their innings interrupted, which will have either 
damaged them (if they still had plenty of wickets and overs in hand) or possibly helped 
them (if they were in the process of collapsing!). In either case an adjustment needs to 
be made to the target score required to win the game, to compensate for the imbalance 
that the interruption has caused. 

How does DLS work (in games where it is being used)? 

DLS is based on the principle that a batting team has two resources to use when building 
their score:  

a) a specific number of overs, and  
b) ten wickets.  

When overs are lost from an innings due to an interruption in play, one or both teams are 
deprived of the opportunity to use these two resources in the manner that they had 
planned to, and DLS calculates new a new target score to reflect this. 

In doing this DLS takes into account three things:  

• the point in the innings that the interruption occurs 
• the number of wickets still in hand when the interruption occurs 
• the number of overs that are lost 

DLS expects teams to score runs quickest towards the end of their innings, as long as 
they still have the wickets in hand to do so. So if a team loses the last 10 overs of their 
innings to rain, and still had 7 wickets in hand, DLS will make a significant adjustment to 
the target score to compensate them for the loss of these 10 overs. But if a team loses 10 
overs early in an innings (and therefore has time to adjust their approach afterwards), or 
has already lost most of their wickets at the point of the interruption, then DLS won’t view 
them as having been disadvantaged much, and may even decide that their opposition 
have been unfairly disadvantaged by the interruption.  

A couple of examples will show this, using a 50 over match: 

Example 1: The team batting first are 200/3 after 40 overs, at which point rain ends their 
innings, leaving the team batting second with 40 overs too. DLS outcome: the team 
batting second are set a target of 253 to win 
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Example 2: The team batting first are 50/2 after 10 overs, at which point rain suspends 
play temporarily, leaving both teams with innings of 40 overs. After play restarts, the first 
team ends up with a score of 200. DLS outcome: the team batting second are set a target 
of 199 to win 

As you can see the difference in the second innings target is huge, despite the number of 
overs lost being the same, and both teams batting for the same number of overs. 

Does the number of wickets lost in the first innings always affect the DLS 
target for the second innings? 

No. DLS only takes into account wickets lost BEFORE an interruption.  

In Example 2 above you’ll notice I didn’t bother telling you how many wickets the first 
team had lost at the end of their innings – I just said that they had scored 200 runs. That’s 
because it doesn’t matter for DLS. Only the number of wickets lost at the point of an 
interruption (in that case, 2 wickets) affects the DLS target. It wouldn’t matter whether 
the score at the end of that first innings was 200/3 or 200/10 - the DLS target for the 
second innings would have been exactly the same at 199. 

However, it is certainly true that if a team believes that their innings is about to be 
interrupted by rain then they should keep as many wickets in hand as possible. 

For example: 

Example 1: The team batting first in a 50 over match are 80/0 after 20 overs, at which 
point rain stops play, leaving both teams with innings of 40 overs. The first team ends up 
with a score of 200. DLS outcome: second team are set a target of 222 

Example 2: The team batting first in a 50 over match are 80/6 after 20 overs, at which 
point rain stops play, leaving both teams with innings of 40 overs. The first team ends up 
with a score of 200. DLS outcome: second team are set a target of 184 

As you can see, the number of wickets still in hand at the point rains stops play is very 
important for the DLS target score.  

What about interruptions in the second innings? 

Where DLS is in use, due to a prior interruption in play, the “par score” for the team batting 
second will depend how many overs they get to bat for, of course. As such, as their innings 
progresses, the par score will be constantly updated to reflect the score that they would 
need to win the match (i.e. par score +1) if rain stopped play at that moment.  

Wickets lost in the second innings can have a great effect on the par score, as the 
following examples show. This is because the DLS system expects teams to reach a 
certain score for each wicket they lose.  
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In both examples below, the first innings finished after 40 overs, due to rain, with the score 
at 200/8, leaving both teams with an innings of 40 overs.  

Example 1: Rain stops play after 20 overs of the second innings, with the team batting 
second on 100/3.  DLS outcome: Target score 92. Result = victory for team batting second 

Example 2: Rain stops play after 20 overs of the second innings, with the team batting 
second on 100/5.  DLS outcome: Target score 118. Result = victory for team batting first 

As you can see, a relatively small number of wickets lost in the second innings can make 
the difference between victory and defeat, if the second innings is unexpectedly cut 
short. 

However, it’s important to say that if the second innings is not interrupted by rain then the 
number of wickets lost during it doesn’t matter. Only reaching the original target score set 
for the second innings matters in that situation, not how many wickets were lost in doing 
so.  

But, just as in the first innings, if the team batting do smell rain on the way, they should 
be very protective of their wickets. 

Are there any tools I can use to understand DLS better? 

You can use the Play Cricket Scorer app to play around with the numbers. An account is 
not required to use the DLS tool. Just go to the Tools button on the first page and  select 
DLS V5 from the menus.  

You can also play with the calculator at https://cricclubs.com/NCF/dlsCalculator.do 
which appears to use the latest version of DLS and delivers the same results as the Play 
Cricket scorer app. 

If you see any errors in the above information, or think further clarifications or scenarios 
should be added, please email assistant@yplncricket.co.uk 

Appendix – useful links 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-scorers/umpire-resources/ 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-scorers/scorer-resources/ 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/general-information/2025-pre-season-meetings/ 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/general-information/ 
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