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Reporting disciplinary offences to YPLN 
The subject of discipline in cricket matches is too big for one article, but we’ve been asked 
lots of questions on this, particularly by club umpires, so this is a quick summary of the 
process. Thankfully player behaviour in the YPLN is generally very good, especially when 
compared to other sports. However, issues do still arise and we need to know what 
process to follow. 

The first step, of course, is to familiarise yourself with Law 42 and the offences that it sets 
out. One thing to remember is that, after you make a decision as an umpire, players are 
allowed to show disappointment, but not serious dissent.   

If you believe that a breach of Law 42 has occurred, wait until the ball is dead and discuss 
it with your colleague. If you both agree that an on-field sanction (e.g. Level 1) is merited, 
apply it then and there, with the appropriate penalty runs if applicable. You must 
immediately tell the player concerned, or their captain if the circumstances suggest that 
would be more appropriate. Please note - it isn’t necessary for both umpires to have seen 
or heard the incident, but both must agree that an on-field sanction should be applied in 
order to take that route. 

What if you don’t apply a sanction immediately, but both umpires decide at a later point 
that the situation did merit one? This is still OK, but the league has asked that you do it as 
soon as possible, for example at the next break in play. Waiting until you are about to leave 
the ground, and only then telling the captain that you are going to report a disciplinary 
offence, is possible but it isn’t ideal. For 2025 the league will be strongly encouraging 
umpires to apply sanctions at the point an incident occurs, rather than later. This is what 
the players expect, and not doing so can lead to further discipline flashpoints later in the 
game. 

In either of these cases you must then email a report of the incident to the league. There 
are two ways to do this. Either you can just send an email to discipline@yplncricket.co.uk 
explaining the situation, or you can complete the formal report form and email that in. 
The form can be found at https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires/umpire-resources/ 

What if only one of you thinks an offence has been committed, and the other umpire 
disagrees? In that situation you cannot apply an on-field sanction. You can still email 
discipline@yplncricket.co.uk with a report of the incident but be aware that if the two 
umpires give contradictory statements it may be difficult for the league to proceed with a 
case. Having said that, if you have witnessed a serious offence such as racism or physical 
violence then you must report it even if your colleague completely disagrees that it 
happened. 

Once you have made a report, and answered any immediate questions the league has, 
that will be the end of your involvement. You will not be asked to attend a hearing. 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires/umpire-resources/
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Getting registered on Play Cricket as an umpire 

 

We’re encouraging everyone who umpires in the YPLN to get properly registered on Play 
Cricket (PC) as an umpire, if they aren’t already. Being registered allows scorers to more 
easily put you on the scorecard for a game, prevents the league getting error messages 
about scorecards, and means we can easily find a list on PC of who our umpires are. 

Many of you will already be properly registered. Certainly almost everyone who has done 
a neutral panel game will be. But many club umpires are not – quite often their club has 
created a temporary registration for them, or they are registered as a player but not an 
umpire. 

There’s a quick way to check. Log in to the YPLN Play Cricket website https://ypln.play-
cricket.com/home on a PC, and click My Network in the top right corner, you should see 
Yorkshire Premier League North as one of the competitions listed (possibly in addition to 
your club, if you have one). 

 

 

If you are doing this on your phone then you’ll need to go into the menu, click on your 
name, and go down to “Membership and Roles” section at the bottom (it’s easier to check 
on a PC!). 

https://ypln.play-cricket.com/home
https://ypln.play-cricket.com/home


If you don’t see this (for example, if you only see your team, but not the YPLN) or don’t 
have a login for Play Cricket at all, please see the “Registering as a YPLN umpire on Play 
Cricket” document near the top of https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires/umpire-
resources/ and get in touch if you have any questions. 

Courses for new (and newish) umpires available 

 

We have started to get ECB Umpire Courses arranged for spring 2025. These courses are 
mainly aimed at umpires who haven't yet been on an umpiring course, and who don't 
have a "grade" under the new ECB Umpire Pathway. Experienced umpires who already 
have a grade should not book this type of course. 

 The two courses we have booked so far are:  

The Mount School, York, 2nd March 2025 
https://booking.ecb.co.uk/event/29b70e31-88c2-4f29-a398-f27c46633040/summary  

Harrogate Cricket Club, 6th April 2025 
https://booking.ecb.co.uk/event/570292aa-83c7-4b4f-95d0-4d9d37204003/summary 

However, if you are based in the east of our region then please note that we are aiming to 
get identical courses booked in the Beverley and Scarborough areas which may be more 
convenient for you to attend, so wait for information on those if you wish. 

Courses for experienced umpires will be arranged separately and information on those 
will be included in future newsletters. 
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Recording devices on the cricket field 

 

Just as a reminder, early in the 2024 season the YPLN introduced a ban on the use of any 
recording devices on the cricket field, by players or officials. 

This stemmed from an issue that had occurred in another league. 

This means that no player or umpire may wear a “hat-cam”, “body-cam”, or any other 
device that records pictures or video when they are on the cricket field.  

If you see a player (or your colleague!) with such a device please ask them to remove it 
before play continues. 

New umpire section on the YPLN website 
To improve communication with our umpires the YPLN has created a specific umpires’ 
section on the league website, and a new “Resources” page. Please take a look and get 
in touch if you have suggestions for addition items to go on that page. 

New main umpires page: https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires/ 

New resources page: https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires/umpire-resources/ 
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Calculating the target/cutoff time for an innings 

 

While penalties for slow over-rates can only be applied in matches with panel umpires, 
all matches are subject to target times for how long each innings should take.  

For example, in Division 1 each innings is meant to be completed within 3h10m. For 
matches which start at 12pm this of course means that the first innings, for example, 
should be completed by 3.10pm, if no rain delays occur. 

One of the more headache-inducing tasks umpires have is to recalculate this target time 
following a rain delay. It is a golden rule of umpiring that on the occasion that you forget 
to do this, the captain will ask you what the new target time is, in the middle of an over, 
and be outraged if you can’t immediately tell him. 

There are at least two ways to do it, but the most straightforward approach is probably: 

• Original target time 
• PLUS time spent off the field 
• MINUS 3.75 minutes for every over reduced from the innings length 

So, if the original target time was 3.10pm, you are off the field for 60 minutes due to an 
interruption, and 8 overs are lost from the innings, then the new target time is 

• 3.10pm 
• PLUS 60 mins off the field = 4.10pm 
• MINUS 30 mins (3.75 x 8) for reduced overs = new target time of 3.40pm 

Of course, as the rules say, “The target time for an innings may be extended by the 
umpires in the case of unavoidable delays such as a lost ball, an injury, time wasting by 
the batting team or a second drinks break.” 


