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Items in this issue: 

• Changes to league rules for 2025 
• YPLN cup competitions in 2025 
• Umpire and scorer courses 
• Club umpires – trying the YPLN Umpire Panel 
• YPLN expands – welcome to all new clubs and teams 

Please send any questions or ideas for future articles to Matt Harris at 
assistant@yplncricket.co.uk 

This is the first newsletter for both umpires and scorers so we would particularly like to 
know what scorers would like to see in future newsletters.  

All newsletters can be found at https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-
scorers/newsletter/ 
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Changes to YPLN playing conditions for 2025 

The wording of certain rules has been made clearer, to avoid misunderstandings, and 
some rules have been changed. Most changes are not worth mentioning, but here’s a 
summary of those that may be useful to know: 

The wording of the rules regarding taking tea during a rain interval has been clarified: 

There’s no change in the intention of the rule, but there was some confusion last year so 
the wording has been made clearer. As a reminder:  

• If you take tea during a rain interval in the 1st innings then you don’t deduct overs 
for 15 minutes of the rain interval.  

• The break between the innings is then 15 minutes rather than 30 minutes. 

A missing paragraph regarding failure to provide a scorer has been put in correctly 

It now says “Failure to provide a scorer in Premier Division, Premier Division II, and the 
Championship will result in the deduction of 1 league point plus a financial penalty of £50 
per match.” Don’t worry – this isn’t something that umpires have to enforce, though in 
games where a panel umpire is present they will include it in their match report. 

Leg-side-wides no longer apply in Division 1 (or below) 

Because of the creation of Premier Division 2 it was felt that leg-side-wides were no 
longer appropriate in Division 1. 

YPLN panel umpire allocation 

• Two umpires will be appointed from the YPLN Umpire Panel to matches in ECB 
Premier II.  

• One umpire will be appointed to matches in the Championship, with the Home 
Team providing the other umpire, unless the management board declares 
otherwise 



Regarding the cups, the YPLN umpire panel will allocate both umpires to all matches in 
the Premier Division II T20 Plate and Championship Cup (as long as we have enough!). 

Overseas professional players (“Category 3 Professional”) 

In 2024 teams in the Premier Division and Championship could field one overseas 
professional in each match. This has now been extended to include the new Premier 
Division II, so from 2025 onwards teams in the top three YPLN tiers can field an overseas 
professional (maximum one per team). 

Overseas amateur players (“Category 3 Amateurs”) 

This category has been widened to include people genuinely here on holiday, who happen 
to want to play cricket while here (previously only people here for work or study could 
qualify).  

Maximum overseas players per team (Professional or Amateur) 

Premier / Premier 2: Maximum one overseas player, who can be a professional or an 
amateur. 

Championship: Maximum three overseas players, of which a maximum of one can be a 
professional. 

Div 1 and below: Maximum three overseas players all of which must be amateurs 

Overs per innings – change for Div 1 and below 

ECB Premier, Premier II, Championship: 50 overs per team. 

Division 1 & Division 2: 45 overs per team. 

Division 3 & below: 40 overs per team 

Start times 

Now 1pm in Division One and below (still 12pm for higher divisions) 

Losing bonus points when DLS used 

Losing bonus points are awarded for reaching 75% or 90% of the first innings score. In 
response to a request from a scorer the rules have been updated to confirm that, in 
games where DLS has been used due to lost overs, these percentages are applied to the 
DLS par score, not the first innings score. 

 

 

 



 

YPLN cup competitions for 2025 
For 2025 the cup structure will stay essentially the same, but with a few changes worth 
mentioning, including the addition of sponsors for some of the individual cups: 

• Acklams Coaches have generously agreed to sponsor the T20 Blast, which will 
retain the same structure as 2024 i.e. four groups of three teams playing a round-
robin competition on “Group Days”, followed by a single Finals Day. 

• Hethertons Solicitors have kindly agreed to sponsor the T20 Plate, which will be 
the cup for the new Premier 2 Division. This will run along identical lines to the T20 
Blast  

• The cups for the Championship, Divisions 1-5 and the U19s will have a unified set 
of rules, more in line with the T20 Blast rules. 

• The cup player eligibility criteria have been comprehensively revised to ensure all 
competitions are as fair as possible, while also aiming to reduce the incidences of 
teams being eliminated for inadvertent, minor breaches of the criteria. 

• Documents covering the above changes are already available for clubs to read at 
https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/cups/ 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/cups/


 

 
Umpire and scorer courses 

 

Details of umpire courses arranged by YPLN, YCB and ECB can be found at the link 
below. Please note that there is now a “Level C” course at Dunnington on April 5th, 
which could be ideal for umpires who have done the ECB intro course and want to 
develop further as club and/or panel umpires: 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-scorers/umpire-courses/ 

Graham Rees, the league’s scoring consultant, often arranges courses for scorers. 
Details can be found here: 

https://www.yplncricket.co.uk/umpires-scorers/scorer-courses/ 
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Club umpires – trying the YPLN umpire panel 
The YPLN umpire panel is always looking for new members. If you are a club umpire 
and want further information on joining the panel, just get in touch.  

There’s no minimum number of games that you are required to do each year, so even 
if you just want to try one or two and see how you like it, that’s fine. 

The YPLN umpire panel appoints both umpires to all Premier Division 2 league 
matches, and one umpire to each Championship league match (with the Home team 
providing the other umpire).  

As well as league matches, the panel also provides both umpires for all the T20 
matches in the Premier Division 2 Plate and the Championship Cup, and for the finals 
of all the cups in the Saturday divisions below the Championship. So even if all of your 
Saturdays are committed to your club don’t let that put you off – we can still use you 
on Sundays, bank holidays and even the odd weekday evening. 

If you might be interested then please send an email to both the league umpire 
manager Tony Graves (tony.graves@ignitive.co.uk) and the cup manager Matt Harris 
(assistant@yplncricket.co.uk) and we’ll provide more information. 

Note: all YPLN panel umpires need to be members of the ECB ACO 
(https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/officials/ecb-aco) which will provide a valid current DBS 
check. 

 
 

mailto:tony.graves@ignitive.co.uk
mailto:assistant@yplncricket.co.uk
https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/officials/ecb-aco


 

YPLN expands 
 
YPLN has merged with the following leagues over the winter: 

• The Scarborough Beckett League  
o The teams have joined YPLN Divisions 1-4 and will be promoted into 

the Championship and no doubt also the Premier Divisions in future 
years 

• The York Vale League  
o Some teams from York Vale have joined the YPLN Saturday 

divisions, and some will play in the new YPLN Sunday Vale Division 
• North & East Yorkshire Women & Girls Cricket League 
• Scarborough and Ryedale Women & Girls Cricket League 

o Both of these Women & Girls Leagues will retain their independent 
management committees but will sit under the YPLN umbrella for 
the purposes of administration &  compliance. YPLN is excited 
about working closely with them in future to develop Women and 
Girls cricket in our region. 

• York and District Junior Cricket Association 
o Similarly to the Women & Girls leagues, the YDJCA will retain its 

name and management structure while benefitting from YPLN’s 
administration structure as well as input in other areas. YPLN will 
benefit from YDJCA’s expertise in developing youth cricket. 

 
In addition, Garforth Parish Church, Oulton and Kippax will join YPLN in 2026. All 
three are in the top division of the Pontefract and District Cricket League. 
 
That’s it for this month! 


